
European IP Helpdesk

3

Bulletin No. 4 – Horizon Europe

Introducing Horizon Europe: 
Promoting Science and Technological 
Development in Europe

The central goal of Horizon Europe remains the same 

as for its predecessor programme “Horizon 2020”: to 
accelerate the transfer of ground-breaking research 
results into marketable innovations and services 
through targeted funding measures. Thus, the ninth EU 

framework programme is striving to make a decisive 

contribution to Europe’s global competitiveness and 
economic strength. 

Its thematic focus lies on the most pressing social 

issues of our time such as climate change, sustainable 
development (keyword “Green Deal”), digitalisation, and 
health, and here in particular the ongoing fight against 
the coronavirus as well as measures for sustainable 
stabilisation and recovery from the consequences of the 
global pandemic. With these priorities, the European 
Commission strives to support the achievement of the 
UN’s Sustainable Development Goals.

Horizon Europe is the European Union’s newest framework programme for research and innovation with a 

seven-year programme period from 2021 to 2027. As the main instrument for promoting science and tech-

nological development in Europe, it has a total budget of €95.5 billion, making it one of the world’s largest 

public funding programmes for research and innovation. 

Horizon Europe continues to offer numerous 
opportunities for both individual and collaborative funding 
and the various funding instruments are taking into 

account the entire innovation cycle: from basic research 
to the development of application-oriented products and 
services to their successful exploitation and marketing. 

In this context, various questions related to intellectual 

property (IP) management become relevant at different 
stages of a Horizon Europe research and innovation 

project, starting with the proposal preparation through 

project implementation to actual exploitation of results. 

The programme also strongly embraces Open Science 
principles to increase the quality, efficiency, and impact 
of research outputs and innovation. Grant beneficiaries 
are encouraged to share their results openly and as 

early on in the project lifetime as possible, for example 
through the new Open Research Europe platform. 

How is Horizon Europe structured?

While the overall structure of Horizon Europe is largely 

based on the existing structure of Horizon 2020 and 
adopts many of its programme lines and rules, it also 

introduces several programme novelties and financial 
changes which are the result of lessons learnt from 

Horizon 2020. For the first time, Horizon Europe 
establishes so-called “missions” as EU-wide research 
and development instruments that address ambitious 
goals to tackle challenges with high societal relevance 

in Europe in an interdisciplinary manner.

Strongly resembling the Horizon 2020 structure, 
Horizon Europe rests on three central pillars: “Excellent 
Science”, “Global Challenges and European Industrial 
Competitiveness”, and “Innovative Europe”. These are 
complemented by the area “Increasing participation 
and strengthening the European Research Area”, which 

focuses on the development of the European Research 

Area as a whole and aims to reduce the gap between 
EU Member States with strong research capabilities 
and those with weaker ones.

Pillar I
Excellent Science

Widening participation and strengthening the European Research Area

Pillar II
Global Challenges and European 
Industrial Competitiveness

Pillar III
Innovative Europe

European Research Council European Innovation Council
Clusters

• Health

• Culture, Creativity and 

Inclusive Society

• Civil Security for Society

• Digital, Industry and Space

• Climate, Energy and Mobility

• Food, Bioeconomy, Natural 

Resources, Agriculture and 

Environment

Marie Skłodowska-Curie Actions European Innovation Ecosystems

European Institute of Innovation 

and TechnologyResearch Infrastructures

Joint Research Centre

Widening participation and spreading excellence
Reforming and enhancing the European Research and 

Innovation system

Horizon Europe programme structure

https://ec.europa.eu/info/research-and-innovation/funding/funding-opportunities/funding-programmes-and-open-calls/horizon-europe_en
https://sdgs.un.org/goals
https://open-research-europe.ec.europa.eu/
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Pillar one continues the initiatives under the European 

Research Council (ERC) focused on excellent frontier 
research, the mobility funding instruments under Marie 
Skłodowska-Curie Actions, and the funding of research 
infrastructures.

Pillar two is organised into six clusters targeting global 
societal challenges and European industrial leadership. 

Research and innovation activities in this pillar will be 
implemented in and across the following clusters:

• Health

• Culture, Creativity and Inclusive Society
• Civil Security for Society
• Digital, Industry and Space
• Climate, Energy and Mobility
• Food, Bioeconomy, Natural Resources, Agriculture 

and Environment

The third pillar has seen perhaps the largest adjustment 

in comparison to the previous framework programme. 

Now focussed even more strongly on stimulating market-
creating innovations, encouraging growth of small and 

medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) and networking of 
(inter-) national innovation actors, the new third pillar 
in Horizon Europe introduces several measures that 

specifically promote innovation, such as the various 
funding instruments of the European Innovation Council 
(EIC) and the Knowledge and Innovation Communities 
(KICs) of the European Institute of Innovation and 
Technology (EIT). 

Overall, Horizon Europe offers SMEs a wide range of 
participation opportunities: from individual funding to 

classic collaborative research by consortia with several 
partners.

What is the strategic plan behind Horizon 
Europe?

In March 2021, the European Commission adopted the 
first strategic plan for Horizon Europe, which defines 
the key orientations for the research and innovation 

investments for the initial four years of the programme. 

It aims to ensure that EU research and innovation 

actions contribute to the main EU priorities, as briefly 
outlined above. 

The following four strategic orientations have been 
identified for the programme period 2021–2024:
• Promoting an open strategic autonomy by leading 

the development of key digital, enabling and 
emerging technologies, sectors, and value chains

• Restoring Europe’s ecosystems and biodiversity, 
and managing sustainably natural resources

• Making Europe the first digitally-enabled circular, 
climate-neutral and sustainable economy

• Creating a more resilient, inclusive and democratic 
European society

P
h
o
to

 b
y
 E

m
ily

 H
o
e
h
e
n
ri
e
d
e
r 

o
n
 U

n
s
p
la

s
h


