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Mr. Matias Zubimendi is the IP Business Advisor at China IP SME Helpdesk, where he advises European SMEs on intellectual

property rights matters. Mr. Zubimendi holds a Master’s degree in Chinese Civil and Commercial Law from Peking University

as well as a Master’s degree in Intellectual Property Law from Austral University in cooperation with the World Intellectual

Property Organisation. Mr. Zubimendi has a strong background in both business development and intellectual property rights

protection, having previously worked as a China Business and Legal Consultant at Terragene, where he focused on business

development and as a Director of Legal Affairs at Conquer Europe. Previously, he has also worked as a Patent and Trademark

Attorney at Phoebus Abogados and Mazzeo & Canet, where he represented SMEs as well as Fortune 500 companies.

Mr. Zubimendi has given lectures at various conferences including the Ibero-American Conference on Chinese Studies and

published several articles including The legal protection of intangibles in the video games industry. As a Professor Assistant,

he has also given lectures on Commercial Law and Procedural law, while focusing on Copyright and AI in his research. Mr.

Zubimendi is a native Spanish speaker fluent in English.
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Introduction to patents

- Basics
01

• Types of patents

▪ Invention patent

▪ Utility Models

▪ Design patent

• Registration

▪ CNIPA 

▪ PCT

1.1

1.2

• 2020 Amendment to 

the Patent Law  
1.3
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Design patents

- Main changes
02

• Partial designs

▪ Definition

▪ Partial designs are now allowed

▪ Graphic User Interface

• Protection term extended

▪ From 10 to 15 years

▪ Hague Agreement Concerning the 

International Registration of Industrial 

Designs (future)

2.22.1
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Pharmaceutical patents

- Main changes
03

Patent term extension

▪ Term

▪ Requirements

Pharmaceutical patent linkage system3.2

3.1
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Enforcement

- 4 big changes
04

Punitive damages

Statutory damages4.2

4.1

▪ Reversal of the burden of proof  

4.3 Evidence disclosure related to 

calculation of damages
▪ Increased to 5 times of 

the original damages

▪ Up to 5 million

▪ Combined with judicial protection

4.4 Administrative protection of 

IPRs
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How to request it Benefits

▪ Tax 

▪ Commercialisation

Commercialisation

- Open license system

Conditions

▪ Fees

▪ Non-exclusivity

▪ Written request

▪ Written request

▪ Authorities

▪ Withdrawal

5.1

5.2

5.3

5.4
Disputes

▪ Patent administration
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Patent term extension

Administrative delays

Limits

6.1

6.2

▪ 4 years from the patent application 

▪ 3 years after the request of patent substantive examination

▪ Delay caused by the applicant
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Questions?

Your feedback is very valuable info for us. 

We appreciate if you could share your comments with us.



@ChinaIPR@iprchina

Stay connected!

@chinaipr-hd
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Please feel free to download

our guide “Copyright protection

in China ” here

A guide about patent law will

be available soon.

Copyright is a form of intellectual property that protects a creator’s exclusive

right to control who reproduces or alters the product of their original creative

effort. Copyright protects the producers of any original work, and is relevant

to almost all businesses, not just those in the creative industry. Adequate

copyright protection can form an important part of an IPR protection strategy.

Your business may regularly create articles, photographs, drawings, designs,

models, websites, computer software, etc., which all enjoy copyright

protection. Copyright is an automatic right that arises the moment you create

an original work. Once an original work is created, in most cases, the creator

will automatically enjoy copyright protection in all 178 member countries of

the Berne Convention for the Protection of Literary and Artistic Works

including all European Union countries and China. Though your original work

is automatically protected by copyright the moment it is created, it is

advisable to apply for voluntary registration to provide proof of your

ownership of the copyright, which can save you time and money in case of a

dispute later. Registration is particularly important for copyrights that are

particularly important to the livelihood of your business (i.e., website,

software, catalogue, customer database, etc.).

https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/3ef84567-a95e-11eb-9585-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-205061371

