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1. Introduction 

Mozambique was once considered a promising economy, largely driven by its textile and 

cotton production. Benefiting from fertile soil, favourable climate conditions and easy 

access to ports, the country is well positioned to produce cotton. These factors are 

essential for textile manufacturing. In fact, in the 1990s, Portugal designated 

Mozambique as its central hub for overseas cotton production, making the country a 

contributor to the success of Portugal’s textile economy in the early 20th century. 

However, over the following decades, Mozambique faced several challenges that led to 

the erosion of the competitiveness of domestic textile and clothing industries, such as 

limited investment, a lack of modernisation, political instability and a surge in imported 

garments, particularly second-hand clothing. As a result, Mozambique’s once promising 

textile sector faced stagnation, despite the country’s continued advantages in natural 

resources and trade logistics. 

However, we have seen many efforts to revive this industry. Mozambique’s textile 

manufacturing landscape is witnessing a gradual revival, drawing renewed interest from 

foreign investors in previously abandoned industrial sites. An example is the 

reappearance of Moztex, formerly known as Texlom, a leading apparel manufacturer in 

Matola, which resumed operations in 2009 following a USD 2.5 million investment by 

the Aga Khan Foundation. Similarly, the Riopele textile factory, which ceased operations 

in 2004, has been acquired by Mozambique Cotton Manufacturers, a consortium of 

Mozambican and Portuguese investors. These developments mark a significant step 

toward reindustrialising Mozambique’s textile sector and rebuilding its export capacity. 

Meanwhile, a new generation of designers has been shaping trends and firmly 

establishing Mozambican fashion on the global stage. Taibo Bacar has showcased his 

collections at Milan Fashion Week, putting Mozambican fashion on the map. Eliana 

Murargy was the first Mozambican designer to be present at New York Fashion Week, 

while Shaazia Adam promotes sustainable fashion through her ethical label ‘MINA’. 

Meanwhile, Mauricio Matapisse’s brand ‘Nothing to Lose’ resonates with youth culture, 

aiming to rival global streetwear giants. Together, these designers exemplify 

Mozambique’s creative energy and its rising influence in global fashion. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

2. Opportunities in Mozambique’s Textile Industry 
 

Mozambique’s textile sector is gaining traction through strategic government initiatives, 

regional trade partnerships and foreign investment incentives. Apart from the examples 

of the revival of two major textile manufacturers, Moztex and Riopele, the Government 

of Mozambique has held conversations to launch the Soalpo Special Economic Zone in 

the city of Chimoio, which was home to the historic TextAfrica factory and aims to offer 

tax and customs exemptions to attract industrial and commercial ventures. In the 

meantime, government support, which included debt relief for TextAfrica, is a signal of 

the renewed interest in revitalising the now inactive infrastructure. 

At a continental level, Mozambique benefits from the African Continental Free Trade 

Area, which could boost its real income, as well as from regional and global trade 

agreements such as Southern African Development Community, the African Growth and 

Opportunity Act and the EU’s Everything But Arms scheme. These frameworks provide 

tariff-free access to markets like South Africa, positioning Mozambique’s textile industry 

for growth in intra-African trade and global exports. 

Considering these opportunities, foreign investors see the country has a land of 

opportunity, leading to a real necessity to seek intellectual property (IP) protection. 

 

3. Vulnerabilities in the Fashion Industry  

Tapping into these opportunities requires more than just favourable market access; it 

also demands robust brand protection and supply chain management. Vulnerabilities 

such as unauthorised manufacturing, counterfeiting and trade mark hijacking persist 

across African fashion supply chains, including in Mozambique. Despite strong cultural 

and creative potential, the lack of IP integration and enforcement often leaves designers 

and brands exposed. To fully leverage the industry, fashion entrepreneurs must embed 

IP strategies into their business models from the outset, particularly by securing trade 

marks and design rights, and to elaborate contracts to safeguard their creativity and 

ensure long-term competitiveness in global markets. 

To safeguard intellectual property rights (IPRs) generally, and within the fashion industry 

sector in particular, Mozambique has developed relevant IP laws that are consistent with 

international best practices. The aim is to facilitate the acquisition and enforcement of 

IPRs within its jurisdiction in the interest of businesses and foreign direct investors. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

4. Protection of IPRs and the IP legal framework in Mozambique  

4.1  IP laws of Mozambique 

Mozambique is a signatory of the Paris Convention for the Protection of Industrial 

Property since 1998, the Agreement on Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual Property 

Rights since 1995, the Madrid System since 1998, the African Regional Intellectual 

Property Organization (Harare 2000 and Banjul 2020) and the Patent Cooperation Treaty 

(PCT) since 2000. 

The main IP laws related to IPR protection in Mozambique are the Industrial Property 

Code (approved by Decree No 47/2015 of 31 December 2015) and Law No 9/2022 of 29 

June 2022, on Copyright and Related Rights and Repealing Law No 4/2001 of 27 February 

2001. 

 

Fashion Industry related IPRs 

Trade marks 

 

In Mozambique, trade marks are used to distinguish the goods and services of one 

enterprise from the goods and the services of another. 

 

The trade mark may be composed of signs or a set of signs that are nominative, figurative 

or a combination of both, which make it possible to distinguish the products or services 

of an enterprise from other identical or similar ones. 

 

The Mozambican IP Law envisages the protection of good and service trade marks and 

collective trade marks, and the following marks are excluded from protection (1): 

 

a) are contrary to the law, public order, morality or goods customs; 

b) are likely to mislead consumers or the public regarding the specific characteristics 

of the product or service to which the trade mark refers, including the geographical 

origin, nature or characteristics of the products or services; 

c) reproduce, imitate or contain elements of arms, flags, emblems, currency, coats of 

arms, shields, acronyms or other official symbols of the State, municipalities, other 

national or foreign public entities or intergovernmental organisations established 

by regional or international conventions, unless authorised by such a State or 

organisation; 

d) reproduce official inspection and guarantee marks, seals or stamps, or emblems 

and names of the Red Cross or similar organisations; 

 
1 Article 121 from the Industrial Property Code (approved by Decree No 47/2015 of 31 December 
2015). 



 

 

e) are identical or similar to a well-known or prestigious trade mark in Mozambique; 

f) reproduce or imitate the distinctive elements of other registered commercial signs 

in Mozambique; 

g) consist of generic, common, vulgar, or merely descriptive signs for the goods or 

services to be protected; 

h) are identical to imitations or translations of trade marks already registered in 

Mozambique, or filed earlier by another applicant for the same or similar goods or 

services. 

 

Businesses use trade marks to distinguish their products from others. Some are 

suggestive marks, which are usually strong trade marks. Companies build strong brands 

around their trade marks so that the registered marks also become well-known marks 

and acquire a higher protection by virtue of the well-known status within the geographical 

area of Mozambique. 

 

For an EU small or medium-sized enterprise (SME) operating in the fashion industry of 

Mozambique, trade marks are a crucial source identifier that can be built on as a strong 

brand to protect the company’s trade marks. 
 

Copyright 
 
Works eligible for copyright in Mozambique include literary, artistic, musical, 

photographic, audiovisual content and computer programs (2), if these are original, 

authentic and somehow exteriorised. 

 

In accordance with the Mozambican Copyright Law, the following are considered as 

original works: 

 

• books, journals and magazines; 

• conferences and other oral presentations; 

• dramatical and musical-dramatical works; 

• choreographic works; 

• cinematographic, television, phonographic, videographic and radio works; 

• journalistic works, such as opinion articles, chronicles, analyses, comments, essays, 

investigative reports and interviews; 

• drawing, painting, sculpture, engraving works; 

• photographic works; 

• computer programs. 

 

Some businesses may register the artwork of their product labels under copyright. 

Together with a registered trade mark, patent or design, copyright provides stronger 

protection of the company’s products. It is common to find a competing product bearing 

 
2 Article 3 Law No 9/2022 of 29 June 2022 on Copyright and Related Rights and Repealing Law 
No 4/2001 of 27 February 2001. 



 

 

a different trade mark but copying the trade dress of the company’s product, including 

the label of the product. A registered artwork provides a presumption of ownership and 

makes infringement civil or criminal action less stringent and easier to prosecute. 

 

It is highly recommended that EU SMEs register all their copyrightable works with the 

Mozambican Copyright Office to facilitate the enforcement of their rights. 
 

Industrial designs 
 
In Mozambique, any plastic form, whether it is associated with a line or colours that may 

be used as a type in the manufacture of an industrial or handcrafted product, is taken as 

an industrial design. Moreover, any new arrangement or set of lines or colours that may 

be applied, for an industrial or commercial purpose, in the ornamentation of a product 

by some manual, mechanical or chemical process, whether simple or combined, is 

regarded as an industrial design. 

 

Although they are composed of known elements, only new models or industrial designs 

and those that produce original combinations that lend their respective subject matter 

an overall appearance that has its own characteristics, may be registered. 

 

Industrial designs in Mozambique are required to have novelty. For this reason, designs 

in are considered new if they have not been disclosed by suitable means in Mozambique 

or abroad in such a way that it may be exploited by a person skilled in the art. An industrial 

design will not be deemed new if it has already been the subject of a deposit, even where 

the deposit is null and void or has lapsed, in Mozambique or abroad, or if it has been 

commonly used or has in some way fallen into the public domain. 

 

For an EU SME operating in the fashion industry of Mozambique, designs can be 

extremely crucial as these will be an important source identifier that can be built on as a 

strong asset to secure protection of the company’s designs. 
 
 

Patents 
 
Patents are the legal right granted to protect an invention, and that confers on its owner 

the exclusive right to exploit it. An invention is an inventor’s idea that makes it possible in 

practice to solve a particular technological problem, in relation either to a product or 

process. 

 

An invention is patentable provided it meets the following requirements (cumulative 

requirements): 

 

1. it is new; 

2. it involves an inventive step; and 



 

 

3. it is capable of being applied industrially. 

 

Novelty: an invention that is not included in prior art is regarded as new. Prior art will 

include everything that became accessible to the public, inside or outside the country, 

before the date of deposit or before the priority of the patent application, by means of 

oral or written description or any other means deemed suitable for this purpose. 

Disclosure to the public will not be considered where it occurs within the 6 months 

preceding the date of deposit or, where applicable, of the priority of the patent 

application or where it directly or indirectly concerns acts committed by the depositor or 

his legitimate predecessor. 

 

Inventive step: an invention is deemed to involve an inventive step where, to a person 

having ordinary skill in the art, it does not obviously result from prior art. 

 

Industrially applicable: an invention is industrially applicable where the subject of that 

invention may be used in any kind of industry, including agriculture, fishing and 

handicrafts. 

 

The following will not be patentable (3): 

 

a) scientific theories and mathematical methods; 

b) discoveries that aim to reveal something that already exists in nature, even if 

previously unknown to humans; 

c) systems, plans, rules and methods for the performance of purely intellectual 

activities, games or economic activities; 

d) projects, regardless of their nature or area of application; 

e) computer programs as such; 

f) the mere presentation of information; 

g) aesthetic creations, artistic or literary works; 

h) methods of surgical, therapeutic, or diagnostic treatment applied to the human or 

animal body (however, products, substances or compositions used in these 

methods may be patented). 

 

The following are also excluded from patent protection: 

 

a) any invention contrary to morality, public order, good customs, safety, public health, 

plant health or environmental protection; 

b) plants and animals, or parts thereof, include biological processes for their 

production and the products obtained from such processes—except for micro-

organisms obtained primarily through non-biological or microbiological processes; 

c) substances, materials, mixtures, elements or products of any kind, as well as 

modifications of their physical or chemical properties and related production or 

modification processes, when intended to produce atomic energy. 

 
3 Article 38 of the Industrial Property Code (approved by Decree No 47/2015 of 31 December 2015). 



 

 

 

It is highly recommended that EU SMEs protect their inventions with the Mozambique 

Patent Office as to facilitate the enforcement of their rights. 

 

Indications of origin 
 
An indication of origin is the expression or sign used to indicate that a product comes 

from a given country, region or geographical place, famous as a centre for the extraction, 

production or manufacture of these goods. For the purposes of the Mozambique IP Law, 

the use of a geographical name that has become commonplace for designating the 

nature, kind or type of a product should not be regarded as an indication of origin. 

 

The right to use an indication of origin should belong not only to the manufacturers and 

producers but also to the purchasers of these products. 
 
 

4.2  Registration of fashion-related IPRs in Mozambique 

Industrial property rights 
 
The management and defence of the rights specified in the Mozambique IP Law is 

entrusted to the body charged with the granting, registration and protection of industrial 

property rights. 

 

The body is bound to produce, periodically, a bulletin in which it will publish the 

following: 

 

a) reproductions of the marks registered; 

b) the names of the owners of the patents granted, with a short description of the 

inventions with priority; 

c) a descriptive summary of the other acts provided for in this instrument. 

 

The Mozambique Industrial Property Office (Instituto da Propriedade Industrial (IPI)), is 

the body responsible for the registration of all industrial property rights in Mozambique. 

The office currently registers patents, trade marks, industrial designs and indications of 

origin. 

 

In Mozambique, industrial property rights require registration to be enforceable, contrary 

to what occurs with copyright, in which registration is only recommended. Non-registered 

IPRs have limited protection in Mozambique and, therefore, the registration of any IPR is 

the only path for enforceability. 

 

To register patents 



 

 

 
An application for an invention patent must be drafted in Portuguese and must contain 

the following: 

 

a) a descriptive report (specification); 

b) one or more claims; 

c) drawings, if any; 

d) a summary (abstract) of the invention; 

e) the identity and nationality of the applicant, the inventor or their successors in 

title, or their legal representative; 

f) the title of the invention; 

g) if the applicant is not the inventor or their successor, the application must include 

a declaration justifying the applicant’s right to the patent; 

h) a notarised Power of Attorney (PoA). 

 

Patents are valid for a period of 20 years from the filing date and the payment of annual 

fees is required to maintain the patent in force. 

 

The time limit to enter the national phase of a PCT in Mozambique is 31 months. 

 

To register trade marks 
 
An application to register a trade mark must be set out in a request, drafted in 

Portuguese, in which the following are indicated: 

 

a) a copy of the license to conduct business, if the applicant is a natural person of 

Mozambican nationality or a resident in the country; 

b) a certificate of definitive registration or license to conduct business, if the applicant 

is a legal entity domiciled or represented in Mozambique; 

c) a PoA, duly notarised, granting special powers of representation to an official 

industrial property agent, if the applicant is a foreign natural or legal person without 

domicile or representation in Mozambique; 

d) a graphic representation of the trade mark; 

e) authorisation from the owner of a foreign trade mark, if the applicant is an agent or 

representative in Mozambique, proven by presentation of a commercial 

representation license for foreign business activity in Mozambique; 

f) authorisation from any individual whose name, trade name, company name, 

business name, insignia or image appears in the trade mark, when such an 

individual is not the applicant; 

g) authorisation from the competent authority to include in the trade mark any flags, 

arms, coats of arms, emblems, currency or symbols of the State, municipalities or 

other public or private national or foreign entities, including official seals of 

inspection and guarantee, or the Red Cross emblem or similar organisations; 



 

 

h) authorisation, including medals, decorations or other distinctions mentioned or 

reproduced in the trade mark, for when they do not qualify as awards under the 

criteria set by the Industrial Property Code; 

i) a certificate of registration proving the right to use a reference to a specific rural or 

urban property in the trade mark, along with the owner’s authorisation, if the owner 

is not the applicant; 

j) authorisation from the holder of a prior registration and the exclusive licensee, if 

one exists—unless otherwise stipulated in the licensing agreement. 

 

Trade marks are published in the IP Bulletin for opposition purposes. Any third party that 

is considered adversely affected by the registration of a trade mark has 30 days counted 

from the publication date to file an opposition. This period may be extended to 60 more 

days. 

 

Trade marks are valid for a period of 10 years counted from the filing date and may be 

renewed for the same period, provided that the prescribed fees are paid. A Declaration 

of Intention of Use (DIU) must be filed every 5 years. 

 

In Mozambique, trade marks are only subject to cancellation based on non-use if the DIU 

is not filed. In this case, any third party interested in the cancellation of the mark may file 

a request for the cancellation before the Mozambican Industrial Property Office, which is 

the responsible body to decide the cancellation action. 

 

Copyright and related rights 
 
The Copyright Office of Mozambique (Instituto Nacional das Indústrias Criativas) is 

responsible for the registration and administration of copyright and related rights in the 

country. 

 

In Mozambique, registering copyrightable works is not mandatory, however, it is highly 

recommended as it facilitates the enforcement of rights. 

 

To register a copyrightable work, the following is required: 

 

a) the name and address of the author; 

b) a copy of the passport (or national ID); 

c) if the applicant is different from the author, proof of ownership is required; 

d) if the applicant is a company, the company statutes are required; 

e) a notarised PoA. 

 



 

 

The requirements for registering copyrighted works vary according to the typology. 

Broadly, the following is required: 

 

a) the title of the copyrighted work; 

b) a short description of the work; 

c) typology (books, choreography, maps, software, etc.); 

d) a copy of the work. 

 

All the above, including the work itself, is required to be translated to Portuguese. 

 

Copyright in Mozambique is valid during the lifespan of the author over 70 years after 

their death. In the case of co-authorship, the mentioned deadlines are counted from the 

death of the author that dies the last. 

 
 

4.3 Practical IPR registration challenges businesses should look 

out for 
 
Registration of both industrial property rights and copyright are not always simple 

procedures, so EU SMEs should look out for the following: 

 

lengthy registration timelines – IP registrations (patents, trade marks, designs) can 

experience delays due to bureaucratic procedures and limited staff capacity at the IPI of 

Mozambique; 

mandatory notarisation – most supporting documents, such as PoAs, must be notarised, 

which adds cost and time to the process, especially for foreign applicants; 

low IP awareness and informality – many local designers and businesses operate without 

IP protection, contributing to the risk of trade mark hijacking, parasitic registrations and 

unauthorised manufacturing, especially in fashion; 

no publicly searchable online database – there is no comprehensive accessible online IP 

database, making it difficult for stakeholders to verify existing rights or monitor potential 

conflicts. 
 
 
5 Rights conferred through registration and enforcement of IPRs 

in Mozambique 
 
Registration of IPRs, especially industrial property rights, confers statutory rights 

including the following: 

 

• exclusive rights – a person other than a registered owner of an IPR (in the case of 

copyright may be registered or unregistered) must not use the IP without the 

owner’s agreement; 



 

 

• the registered owner may institute court action against anyone who infringes a 

registered IPR. 

 

Where a business fails to register its IPRs, enforcement through administrative, border, 

civil and criminal measures may be extremely cumbersome, and rights holders may be 

at the mercy of the discretionary powers of judges and relevant public servants. 

 

 

Violation of rights conferred by a patent 

 

A person is liable for prosecution where: 

 

a) they are not authorised by the patent owner, they manufacture the goods or 

products covered by the subject matter of said patent; 

b) they use the methods or processes that are the subject matter of the patent without 

due authorisation; 

c) they import, sell, export for sale or conceal, for the purpose of selling it, a product 

manufactured in violation of an invention patent. 
 
 
Violation of a right safeguarded by industrial design 

 
Any person who commits one of the following offences will be punished with a fine: 
 
a) the exploitation, manufacture, or production of deposited utility models, without a 

license from their owner; 

b) the importing, sale, placing on sale or concealment, for the purpose of sale, of 

products obtained in violation of a deposited utility model; 

c) the full or partial reproduction or the exploitation of an industrial design without 

authorisation from its owner; 

d) the importing, sale, placing on sale or concealment, for the purpose of sale, of 

objects that are a copy or imitation of an industrial design with priority; 

e) the fraudulent exploitation of an industrial design deposited but belonging to 

another. 
 
 
Illegal use of a mark 
 
The following acts constitute an offence in Mozambique and are liable to criminal 

prosecution: 

 

a) using any means, imitating or producing, in whole or in part, a protected mark, 

without authorisation from its owner; 

b) using a counterfeited or imitated mark; 

c) using a collective mark fraudulently in conditions other than those provided for in 

the relevant rules; 



 

 

d) using a mark with a false indication as to the origin of the products and selling or 

placing on sale products designated with such a mark; 

e) using a mark in the conditions described for marks that are excluded from 

protection. 
 
 
Unfair competition 
 
Apart from the above, acts of unfair competition are also liable to be considered as illicit. 

The use of fraudulent means to attract the clients of another, whether for one’s own 

benefit or for that of others, improper disclosure, use or appropriation of the industrial 

or trade secrets of another, and false indications as to the origin, nature or quality of 

products or services, are regarded as acts of unfair competition and any person that 

commits the same may receive a fine. 
 
 
6 Commercialisation of IPRs in Mozambique 
 
Ways of entering the Mozambican market: 

 

• an EU SME may enter the Mozambican market as an external company, that is, a 

branch office of the foreign parent company; 

• an agency or distributor arrangement can be established with a local entity. 

 

The business strategy for mode of entry into the Mozambican market will impact on the 

business IP strategy for the market. 
 
 
Licensing agreements 
 
Licensing the IPRs with local distributors may be a solution in entering the Mozambican 

market. It is important to obtain the IPR registration first within the Mozambican 

authorities to guarantee that no third party (or even the licensee) registers the IPRs under 

their own names. In fact, some agents and distributors tend to register their principals’ 

IPRs in their own names, especially trade marks, instead of registering the principal as 

the rights holder and the agent as a registered user. 

 

For this reason, a proper guidance from a Mozambican IP agent will help EU SMEs to 

obtain the registration of IPRs first and then draft license agreements that are afterward 

registered before the Mozambican Industrial Property Office, otherwise, the license shall 

not be enforceable. 
 
 



 

 

Non-disclosure agreements 
 
Another strategy that EU SMEs may choose to enter the Mozambican market 

safeguarding their IPRs is to sign non-disclosure agreements (NDAs) with the local 

producers or distributors, particularly to defend trade secrets that are the property of 

stakeholders. For this reason, the drafting of an NDA should be precise and avoid 

ambiguities as to guarantee that the legal instrument is enforceable, if necessary. 
 
 
7. Recommendation 

 
EU businesses should always seek legal guidance from practising and experienced IP 

attorneys in Mozambique, from the registration process of their business IPRs, through 

to commercialisation contract agreements and appropriate enforcement measures. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contact us: 

africaiphelpdesk.eu 

E-mail: africa.iphelpdesk@euipo.europa.eu 
Phone Number: Europe (Spain): +34 96 513 9810 
Opening hours: Monday to Friday 

8:30 to 18:30 (CET/CEST) 

Follow us: 

facebook.com/AfricaIPR 

linkedin.com/company/africaipr 

@AfricaIPR 

http://africaiphelpdesk.eu/
mailto:africa.iphelpdesk@euipo.europa.eu
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