
 

 

OBTAINING TRADE MARK PROTECTION IN SENEGAL 
 

Background 
Company X, a well-known Italian company, planned to expand its operations into Africa, focusing on 

launching a range of tobacco products in various countries, including Senegal. Recognising the 

importance of protecting their brand in this new market, the company approached a reputable legal 

firm in Senegal to assist with trade mark registration for their tobacco products. 

Action undertaken 
An experienced trade mark attorney at the legal firm reviewed Company X’s request to file trade marks 

in Senegal. He explained that, unlike some jurisdictions, Senegal does not have a national trade mark 

registration pathway. Instead, Senegal is a member of the African Intellectual Property Organization 

(OAPI), a regional organisation that administers intellectual property rights for several French-speaking 

member states, including Senegal. 

The attorney provided a detailed overview of the OAPI system, highlighting that a single application filed 

with OAPI gives automatic protection in the 17 member countries: Benin, Burkina Faso, Cameroon, 

Central African Republic, Chad, Republic of Congo, Côte d'Ivoire, Equatorial Guinea, Gabon, Guinea, 

Guinea-Bissau, Mali, Mauritania, Niger, Senegal, Togo, and Comoros Island. When OAPI member states 

joined OAPI, they waived their right to national filings. Therefore, it is not possible to file national 

applications in the member states; rather, a single application is filed, which affords protection in all 17 

member states. This streamlined process is particularly advantageous for companies like Company X 

that are expanding across multiple African markets. 

The attorney advised Company X to file their trade marks through the OAPI system, ensuring broad 

protection not only in Senegal but also in other potential markets within the OAPI region. The attorney 

guided them through the application process, helped prepare the necessary documentation, and 

submitted the applications on their behalf. 

Lesson Learned 
This case illustrates the importance of understanding the unique legal system for trade mark protection 

in different jurisdictions when seeking to obtain trade mark protection. It also emphasises the need to 

understand the regional intellectual property systems when entering new markets. By leveraging the 

OAPI system, Company X was able to efficiently secure trade mark protection across multiple countries 

with a single application. The guidance provided by the attorney was crucial in navigating the 

complexities of the OAPI framework, ultimately ensuring that the company’s brand was well-protected 

as they expanded into the African continent. 
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