
 

 

 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS ON COPYRIGHT 

PROTECTION IN ZIMBABWE FOR ARTISTIC AND OTHER 

WORKS 

 
1. How are visual and other artistic works protected in 

Zimbabwe? 
 

They are protected under the Copyright and Neighbouring Rights Act [Chapter 26:05] (“the Act”), 

which regulates the protection of original artistic, literary, and other works listed in this law. 

 

2. Do I need to register visual artistic works and other literary and 

artistic works? 

It is not mandatory to register these works. Protection subsists upon the creation of an original 

work. Registration provides proof of ownership rights, which would be challenging to establish 

without registration. For this reason, it is advisable to register copyright over original artistic, 

literary and other works that the Act protects. 

 

3. What other works are protected by the Act? 

The Act protects the following works: 

a) artistic works; 

b) literary works; 

c) musical works; 

d) audio-visual works; 

e) sound recordings; 

f) broadcasts; 

g) programme-carrying signals; and 

h) published editions. 

 

4. What are the requirements for a work to be registrable? 

A work must be original and fixed. Originality relates to an independent creation that must 

have a minimal degree of creativity. It must not have been copied from pre-existing works. 

The work must be reduced to tangible form or material form.  

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

5. How is ownership of copyright-protected works determined? 

Ownership vests in the creator or author of an original work that is designated as protectable 

by the Act (see para 3). However, where a person commissions or authorises a third party to 

create a work on their behalf, for example, authorising the creation of a painting or drawing 

and paying for it, the commissioning or authorising person becomes the copyright owner of the 

work created in this manner. 

 

6. What is the duration of protection of an artistic or literary 

work? 

The duration of protection is the author's lifetime plus 50 years after his or her death. After 

this duration, the works will be in the public domain and will no longer be protected. 

 

7. What is the effect of copyright protection? 

The protection authorised the copyright owner to exclude third parties from reproducing, 

publishing, selling, importing, exporting, or adapting the copyright holder’s works without his 

or her consent or authorisation. A third-party using copyright-protected works without the 

owner’s authorisation is liable for infringement and may be ordered to pay damages and cease 

committing further infringement of the involved works. 

 

8. How does copyright protection benefit the right holder? 

The copyright owner can sell, assign or license their rights in a copyright-protected work and 

generate income from these activities. 

 

9. What remedies are available upon infringement of copyright by 

a third party? 

The remedies of such include:  

a) payment of damages, which can also be in the form of “a reasonable royalty” 

which is agreed upon by the parties or ordered by the court; 

b) delivery -up and destruction of the infringing goods; 

c) an interdict (also known as an injunction), for example, to prohibit further 

infringement; 

d) forfeiture of infringing copies of the protected works; and  

e) imprisonment of the infringer. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

10. How does marking help in copyright protection? 

Marking your works with the “c in circle” symbol, © symbol alongside the artist’s name, is a 

simple but practical way of indicating to third parties that the work in question is protected 

by copyright to discourage them from infringing it. 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contacts us: 

africaiphelpdesk.eu 
E-mail: africa.iphelpdesk@euipo.europa.eu 
Phone Number: Europe (Spain): +34 96 513 9810 
Opening hours: Monday to Friday 

8:30 to 18:30 (CET/CEST) 

Follow us: 

facebook.com/AfricaIPR 

linkedin.com/company/africaipr 

@AfricaIPR 
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