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Navigating Piracy Challenges: A Case Study on
Intellectual Property Protection in Morocco's
Music Industry

The Moroccan music is very rich and covers a very large spectrum: Arabo-andalouse, Malhoune,
Chaabi, Classic, Berber, etc. However, the music industry in Morocco is highly informal and poorly
organized. Piracy is a pervasive problem that has severely impacted the Moroccan music industry.
Unauthorized copying and selling of CDs and tapes is a common and openly practiced activity,
contributing significantly to the industry's challenges.

The Bureau Marocain des Droits d’Auteurs (The Moroccan Copyright Office), responsible for protecting
music in Morocco, conducted an internal investigation to identify the sources and extent of piracy.
They found that copyright protection of music in Morocco is weak, due to lack of adequate
enforcement. The office also discovered that the market is saturated with unauthorized copies of CDs
and music tapes, which are being distributed and sold at extremely low prices. This saturation with
counterfeit products not only undermines the revenue of legitimate artists and producers, but also
damages the value and quality perception of the original works.

The office decided to tackle the issue of piracy by collaborating with enforcement agencies to enter
markets and illegal production facilities, seizing unauthorized CDs and tapes that were already in
circulation. The major challenge with this was the inefficiency and lack of adequate resources by the
enforcement agencies.

e One of the lessons learned includes the importance of intellectual property registration.
Although copyright protection is automatic in Morocco, artists and the music industry should
consider registering their works to establish a public record of ownership. This additional step
can be helpful in enforcing their rights and providing an extra layer of protection by
documenting the ownership and date of creation, which is valuable in potential legal dispute.

e Raising public awareness and advocacy about the negative impacts of piracy is essential.
Launch media campaigns through various platforms, including television, radio, and social
media, would help sensitize people on the dangers and adverse effect of piracy. Campaigns to
raise awareness about the negative impacts of piracy on artists and the economy.
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o Effective enforcement of IP rights (IPRs) remains a significant challenge. Without consistent
and strong enforcement, the impact of legal victories is limited. The Industry experience
showed that even with court rulings, actual implementation on the judgement was weak. This
highlighted the need for stronger collaboration between the judiciary, law enforcement, and
IPRs holders.

e Collaboration with Internet Service Providers (ISPs) to block access to websites known for
distributing pirated content and as well enforce the Notice-and-Takedown procedures to
quickly remove infringing content from the Internet. The industry must also implement
systems for ISPs to monitor and report illegal activities related to music piracy.

e Also, there must be a unified industry associations to collectively address piracy issues and
advocate for stronger protections. The industry may partner with technology companies to
develop innovative solutions for tracking and preventing piracy.

¢ In addition, collaborating with international organizations and other countries would help
tackle cross-border piracy issues, ensuring a more coordinated and comprehensive approach
to protecting intellectual property across borders.

The case of the Moroccan music industry highlights the complexities and challenges of IP protection,
particularly music piracy in Morocco. While the Industry made significant strides through technological
measures, and economic conditions the broader issues of enforcement, administrative inefficiency,
and public awareness campaigns, continue to pose significant challenges.
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