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The EU-Chile Advanced Framework Agreement, which modernises 
the existing 2003´s EU-Chile Association Agreement, includes, 
inter alia, measures targeted at simplifying SMEs trade 
and exports, allowing EU companies to participate in public 
procurement contracts in Chile and remarkable tariffs reduction. 
The treaty will enter into force once Chile ratifies it. 

El Salvador’s Legislative Assembly approved a new intellectual 
property law to replace the 1993 law. Key changes include 
expanded protection for trade secrets, plant varieties and 
traditional knowledge, and more efficient procedures for 
registering trade marks, patents, and copyright. The law also 
strengthens measures against piracy and counterfeiting. Lastly, 
it creates the Salvadorian Institute of Intellectual Property 
(ISPI), which will centralise and simplify IP services, including 
digital registration processes. This initiative seeks to reduce 
bureaucracy and lower costs, particularly for SMEs and creative 
industries.

In 2022, INPI Brazil reduced its stock of pending patent 
applications by 10,9% to 60.282. This is the result of maintained 
policies to fight backlog. Processing pending applications is among 
the priorities of the INPI Action Plan 22-25, and new measures to 
speed up examination came into force on January 1st, 2024. It 
is expected that Brazil keeps supporting INPI´s effort in reducing 
backlog, providing the required budgetary and personal resources.

WIPO has adopted a Treaty on Intellectual Property, Genetic 
Resources and Associated Traditional Knowledge. The treaty will 
enter into force once fifteen WIPO members ratify it. Eighteen 
Latin American countries (out of thirty one) are among the early 
signatories, namely Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, 
Cuba, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, 
Honduras, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Uruguay, 
and Venezuela.

The Andean Community has reached notable milestones towards 
a more consistent and predictable IP framework. The Andean Court 
has confirmed applicability of the clarified act doctrine (doctrina 
del acto aclarado) to its interpretative function. By virtue of such 
doctrine, national courts are not obliged to submit a request for 
interpretation, if the Andean Court has already interpreted the 
subject matter in an earlier case. With a harmonised substantive 
law - Andean countries are deepening on the convergences of 
practices with the  Andean Manual for Patent Examination (2022), 
the Andean Manual for Trade Mark Examination (2023), and the 
Protocol for the Andean Opposition.

In October 2024 Uruguay deposited the adhesion to the Patent 
Cooperation Treaty. Uruguay becomes the 158th Contracting 
Party of the Treaty. European inventors will be able to extend 
their patent protection to the country and benefit from the 
advantages of PCT applications. Likewise, Uruguayan inventors 
will have a cost-efficient tool to internationalise their patent 
applications.

Uruguay enters the PCT
Brazil tackles its patent pending 
applications

Mayor changes in El Salvador IP 
system Andean Community

EU Chile advanced framework 
agreement

Treaty on Intellectual Property, 
Genetic Resources and Associated 
Traditional Knowledge

https://policy.trade.ec.europa.eu/eu-trade-relationships-country-and-region/countries-and-regions/chile/eu-chile-agreement_en
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/resource.html?uri=cellar:f83a503c-fa20-4b3a-9535-f1074175eaf0.0004.02/DOC_2&format=PDF
https://www.calameo.com/read/006480627b81996debbb3?page=6
https://www.calameo.com/read/006480627b81996debbb3?page=6
https://wipolex-res.wipo.int/edocs/lexdocs/laws/es/sv/sv001es.pdf
https://www.wipo.int/edocs/pubdocs/en/wipo-pub-941-2023-en-world-intellectual-property-indicators-2023.pdf
https://www.wipo.int/edocs/pubdocs/en/wipo-pub-941-2023-en-world-intellectual-property-indicators-2023.pdf
https://marcasur.com/noticia/brasil-preve-reducir-a-2-aos-el-plazo-de-otorgamiento-de-patentes&f=11-2023
https://www.comunidadandina.org/DocOficialesFiles/Procesos/391_IP_2022.pdf
https://www.comunidadandina.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/Manual_ANDINO_CAN_2022_fv_por_paginas_.pdf
https://www.comunidadandina.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/MANUAL-DE-MARCAS-COMPLETO-.pdf
https://www.derechosintelectuales.gob.ec/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/Protocolo-para-la-gesti%C3%B3n-de-casos-con-Oposici%C3%B3n-Andina.pdf
https://www.wipo.int/pct/en/news/2024/news_0027.html
https://www.wipo.int/pct/en/news/2024/news_0027.html
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In 2030, the worldwide board games sector 
is expected to reach a projected market 
value of 
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IP protection in Latin America
Board games

Counterfeiting
in the board games sector
Some of the most counterfeited board games these past years:

“Counterfeits have gone
from handbags to board games”

Source: BGG

Source: Polygon
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 Azul I Catan I Dixit I Patchwork I Jaipur IWingspan I 7Wonders or Splendor

Risks with fakes

Good practices in Latin America

Protecting the board game in LATAM using 
international IP systems? 

Most board games are played online today (be it smartphone, tablet, or PC).
Online platforms like Tabletopia, or Board Game Arena get licenses from 
board game right holders to offer hundreds of board games to users online.

Why select Class 9 or 41?

What classes of the Nice 
Classification ™ are key to protect 
a board game?

Class 9 - Games software

Class 16 - Rule books for playing games

Class 41 - Online gaming services 

Class 28 - Board games, table-top games, puzzles

Madrid System (Trade marks)
available in: 

Hague Agreement (Designs)
available in: 

 BRAZIL I CHILE I COLOMBIA I CUBA I MEXICO

 BRAZIL I  MEXICO

Ticket to Ride

Classes 9, 28 Classes 9, 16, 28

Settlers of Catan

Brazil 
In Brazil they also registered class 25 for clothing (merchandising purposes)

Translated the name in Latin America: Aventureros al Tren
TM registered in 

1
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Chile 

Classes 28 Classes 28ArgentinaChile 

TM registered in  

Translation of the board game:

Copyright Industrial design

Trade mark Domain name

Names of characters, stories, artwork, 
game rules, visual components, drawings.

Board design, tiles shape, resource 
cards, game components, tokens.
Industrial Design protection in LATAM 

may vary from 10 to 25 years

Board game name -> to avoid the selling of counterfeits 
with the board game name                    

in a certain country

What can I protect with IP? 

Copyright protection in LATAM 
may vary from 50 to 100 years
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TM View

Currently, nineteen Latin American countries have integrated their trade mark databases within TMview 
- including the CAN TMview functionality. Thanks to this information, EU SMEs can conduct trade mark 
searches simultaneously in all these countries and design a coherent trade mark strategy in the region. This 
is particularly relevant, as most countries within the region conduct ex-officio analysis of relative grounds.

http://ec.europa.eu/ip-helpdesk
https://www.tmdn.org/tmview/#/tmview

