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Introduction 

Rwanda is fast becoming a hub of innovation and technological advancement in Africa. 

The country's ambitious Vision 2050 sets a clear path toward transforming Rwanda into 

a knowledge-based economy, driven by innovation, technology, and entrepreneurship. 

Central to this vision, the importance of harnessing intellectual property (IP) as a catalyst 

for growth cannot be overstated. 

This guide explores the relationship between Rwanda’s burgeoning innovation industry 

and the intellectual property framework that supports it. It offers practical insights into 

navigating the IP ecosystem in Rwanda, helping innovators and businesses to fully utilize 

their intellectual assets.  

Overview of the Innovation Industry in Rwanda 
Today, the innovation sector plays a crucial role in driving Rwanda's economic growth and 

development through various initiatives, particularly in agriculture and technology. 

According to a report by WIPO, Rwanda ranks first among the low-income group 

economies and performs above them in six pillars: Institutions; Human capital and 

research; Infrastructure; Market sophistication; Business sophistication; and, Knowledge 

and technology outputs. This growth in the innovation sector is driven by several key 

factors, including effective knowledge management, public investment, and 

advancements in ICT.  

This continuous growth in the innovation ecosystem of Rwanda may be attributed to a 

strong commitment from the government, a thriving entrepreneurial spirit, and an 

increasingly supportive infrastructure. The Rwandan government prioritizes public 

investment to support economic transformation, particularly in ICT, which is seen as a 

pathway to national development. Therefore, despite challenges, such as the need for 

better entrepreneurial education and financing, there is a strong aspiration for ICT-led 

growth, which can stimulate innovation and economic diversification. 

The ICT sector, in particular, has become a flagship of Rwanda’s innovation agenda, driven 

by the government’s vision to make Kigali the “Silicon Valley of Africa”. The establishment 

of Kigali Innovation City (KIC), a major tech hub, exemplifies this commitment. KIC is 

designed to attract global technology companies, nurture local start-ups, and provide a 

platform for research and development. 

The innovation ecosystem in Rwanda is also characterized by a growing number of 

innovation hubs, incubators, and accelerators, such as the KLab, the ICT Chamber, and 

the Africa Innovation Hub. These hubs provide a range of services, including mentorship, 

training, and access to funding, to support startups and entrepreneurs. Additionally, 

Rwanda is home to a number of research institutions, including the University of Rwanda, 

the Kigali Institute of Science and Technology, and the Institute of Science and 

https://www.wipo.int/gii-ranking/en/rwanda
https://theexchange.africa/countries/rwanda/rwanda-the-silicon-valley-of-africa/
https://klab.rw/
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&opi=89978449&url=https://itpo-tokyo.unido.org/files/Presentation-2.pdf&ved=2ahUKEwjgmc-aj8iMAxWRQ_EDHYx3E04QFnoECGcQAQ&usg=AOvVaw3xusfEC9h57srvflnDomTB
https://www.africaninnovationhub.org/


 

 

Technology, which conduct research in areas such as ICT, biotechnology, and renewable 

energy.  

Legal Framework for the Protection of IP in Rwanda  
Rwanda has a comprehensive legal framework to protect intellectual property (IP) rights. 

Recently, the country introduced a new national legislation on intellectual property, Law 

n° 055/2024 of 20/06/2024, which took effect on 31st July 2024. This law repeals the 

previous Law n° 31/2009 of 26/10/2009, as amended by Law n° 50/2018 of 13/08/2018 

(the "Repealed IP Law"). 

The New IP Law significantly revamps Rwanda's intellectual property framework, 

strengthens IP protection and brings the country's IP regulations in line with international 

standards. It also introduces several important changes to address the unique needs of 

Rwanda’s growing innovation ecosystem. 

In addition to the new IP law, Rwanda is a contracting party to International and regional 

agreements 

International Treaties and Conventions 

1. Paris Convention for the Protection of Industrial Property - 20 March 1883 

2. Berne Convention for the Protection of Literary and Artistic Works - 9 September 

1886 

3. Hague Agreement Concerning the International Registration of Industrial Designs 

- 5 November 1925 

4. Convention Establishing the World Intellectual Property Organization - 14 July 

1967 

5. Patent Cooperation Treaty - 19 June 1970 

6. Lusaka Agreement on the Creation of the African Regional Intellectual Property 

Organization (ARIPO) - 9 December 1976 

7. ARIPO’s Harare Protocol on Patents and Industrial Designs - 10 December 1982 

8. Protocol relating to the Madrid Agreement concerning the International 

Registration of Marks - 27 June 1989 

9. Agreement establishing the World Trade Organization (WTO) - 15 April 1994 

10. WTO Agreement on Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS 

Agreement) - 15 April 1994 

11. UNESCO Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage - 17 

October 2003 

12. UNESCO Convention on the Protection and Promotion of the Diversity of Cultural 

Expressions - 20 October 2005 

13. Swakopmund Protocol on the Protection of Traditional Knowledge and 

Expressions of Folklore - 8 August 2010 

14. Marrakesh Treaty to Facilitate Access to Published Works for Persons who are 

Blind, Visually Impaired or Otherwise Print Disabled - 27 June 2013 



 

 

Regional IP-related Agreements 

1. African Continental Free Trade Area (AfCFTA): The AfCFTA Agreement includes a 

protocol focused on intellectual property (IP) rights, which aims to enhance the 

protection and promotion of IP across Africa. Once this protocol is implemented, 

it has the potential to influence and shape future IP legislation in Rwanda, aligning 

it with broader continental standards. 

2. East African Community (EAC): The EAC is a regional intergovernmental 

organization made up of seven member states: Burundi, the Democratic Republic 

of Congo, Kenya, Rwanda, South Sudan, Tanzania, and Uganda. The EAC has 

established an Intellectual Property Policy aimed at fostering technical innovation 

and promoting the industrial and commercial application of inventions and 

innovations. 

3. African Regional Intellectual Property Organization (ARIPO): As a member of 

ARIPO, Rwanda benefits from regional cooperation in IP protection, including 

access to the ARIPO patent and trademark registration systems, which facilitate 

broader protection for Rwandan IP holders across member states. 

Relevant Institutions 

1. Rwanda Development Board (RDB): The RDB is the primary institution 

responsible for the administration and enforcement of IP rights in Rwanda. It 

handles the registration of patents, trademarks, industrial designs, and copyrights, 

and provides support to IP holders in enforcing their rights. Additionally, the RDB 

plays a crucial role in raising awareness about IP rights and offering guidance to 

innovators and businesses on how to effectively safeguard and leverage their 

intellectual property. 

2. The Office of the Registrar General: Operating under the RDB, this office is 

responsible for maintaining the registers of all registered IP rights, ensuring that 

records are accurate and up-to-date. By providing reliable access to these records, 

the Office of the Registrar General supports the transparency and legal certainty 

needed for businesses and innovators to confidently protect and enforce their 

intellectual property rights. 

Opportunities for Inventors and Investors 
1. Growing demand for innovation and technology: Rwanda's growing economy 

and increasing demand for innovation and technology provide opportunities for 

innovators and businesses to develop new products and services, which can be 

protected by IP rights. As the country embraces digital transformation and 

technological advancements, the need for innovative solutions across various 

sectors becomes more profound. These innovations can be safeguarded through 

IP rights which will, in turn, enable businesses to capitalize on their creations, build 

brand recognition, and secure a competitive advantage in the market. 

2. Government support for innovation and IP: The Rwandan government has 

demonstrated a commitment to supporting innovation and IP, through initiatives 

https://au.int/en/african-continental-free-trade-area
https://www.eac.int/
https://www.aripo.org/
https://rdb.rw/


 

 

such as the establishment of the Rwanda Development Board (RDB). This support 

provides opportunities for innovators and businesses to access resources and 

funding. By leveraging this government backing, businesses can more effectively 

protect their innovations to drive growth while contributing to Rwanda’s broader 

economic development goals. 

3. Access to regional and international markets: Rwanda's membership in 

regional and international organizations provides opportunities for innovators 

and businesses to expand into new markets. By leveraging Rwanda's 

memberships, businesses can more easily protect their IP rights across borders, 

ensuring that their innovations are safeguarded as they scale. This access will not 

only facilitate market growth but also enhance the potential for international 

collaborations and partnerships. 

4. Potential for technology transfer and collaboration: Rwanda's rapidly growing 

innovation ecosystem provides opportunities for technology transfer and 

collaboration between local and international investors and businesses. Such 

collaborations can provide access to cutting-edge technologies, new expertise, 

and global networks that will enable local businesses to scale their operations. For 

SMEs, this can be a crucial pathway to enhancing their competitiveness and driving 

sustainable growth 

5. Technological Advancements: The surge in digital platforms and technology-

driven solutions in Rwanda opens new opportunities for businesses to streamline 

registration, management, and enforcement. These advancements make the IP 

process more accessible and efficient, allowing businesses to protect their 

innovations more effectively and capitalize on emerging technological trends.  

IP strategies for innovators and Businesses  
Inventors and businesses looking to expand to Rwanda can employ various IP strategies 

to protect and enforce their intellectual property rights. These strategies are essential to 

safeguard innovation, prevent IP infringement, and maintain a competitive edge in the 

market. Here are some specific strategies that can be employed: 

1. Conduct IP Due Diligence: Conducting IP due diligence involves reviewing and 

assessing the IP portfolio of a business or innovation to identify potential risks and 

opportunities. In doing this, businesses are advised to utilize IP management 

systems like asset management software to track, manage and protect their IP 

assets against identified potential risks. It is also advisable to implement protective 

measures  such as encryption and access controls, to prevent unauthorized access 

to IP assets 

2. Register IP Rights: Registering IP rights provides you with the legal protection and 

enforcement mechanisms to prevent unauthorized use. Businesses seeking 

expansion to Rwanda are advised to register their IP rights as soon as possible. IP 

rights can be registered directly through the Office of the Registrar General, 

Rwanda Development Board (RDB). 

3. Engage in IP Licensing and Collaboration: Engaging in IP licensing and 

collaboration involves sharing IP rights with other parties to accelerate innovation 



 

 

and revenue growth. This includes negotiating IP licenses, joint development 

agreements, and research collaborations to leverage IP assets. 

4. Monitor and Enforce IP Rights: It is not enough that your IP rights are registered. 

Regularly watch the market for potential IP infringements and take prompt action 

to enforce your rights when necessary. It is advisable to engage legal and IP 

experts who specialize in the local IP regime of Rwanda to navigate technicalities. 

5. Develop IP-Friendly Business Models: Developing IP-friendly business models 

involves designing business strategies that leverage IP assets to drive innovation 

and revenue growth. This includes developing business models that incorporate 

IP protection, licensing, and enforcement mechanisms to maximize IP value. 

6. Leverage IP for Business Growth: Leveraging IP financing and investment 

involves using IP assets as collateral to secure funding and investment. This 

includes using IP-backed financing mechanisms, such as IP-based loans and 

investments, to access capital and drive business growth. 

Future Outlook: The Role of IP in Rwanda’s Innovation Agenda 
As Rwanda continues to solidify its position as a hub for innovation and entrepreneurship 

in Africa, the role of IP will become increasingly important in shaping the country's 

innovation ecosystem, driving economic growth, attracting global investors and 

promoting sustainable development. 

Looking ahead, Rwanda's IP system is poised to become more robust and effective. As 

emerging technologies like fintech, AI, and blockchain gain traction, robust IP laws will be 

essential to protect and encourage innovation in these sectors. 

In the future, we can expect to see a surge in IP-driven innovation in key sectors such as 

information and communication technology, healthcare, and renewable energy. SMEs, in 

particular, will benefit from a robust IP system that enables them to: 

● Protect their brands and reputation from infringement 

● License and commercialize their IP assets to generate revenue 

● Attract investment and partnerships through IP-backed valuations 

● Develop innovative products and services that meet the unique needs of the 

Rwandan market 

 

 

 

Contact us: 

africaiphelpdesk.eu 

E-mail: africa.iphelpdesk@euipo.europa.eu 
Phone Number: Europe (Spain): +34 96 513 9810 
Opening hours: Monday to Friday 

8:30 to 18:30 (CET/CEST) 

Follow us: 

facebook.com/AfricaIPR 

linkedin.com/company/africaipr 

@AfricaIP
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