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Trade mark 

▪ Company name

▪ Product name

▪ Logo

What exactly?

▪ Alphanumeric 

▪ Drawings

▪ 3D shapes

▪ Sounds

Classes and sub-classes

01

▪ Nice classification

▪ Chinese sub-classes

What is a trade mark?
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Before the registration:

▪ Conduct a trade mark search

▪ Define how the trade mark will

be registered (logo, words,

combination of both)

▪ Define classes and sub-classes

▪ Prepare the documents 

(application form, power of 

attorney, identity documents like 

passport or company 

certification)

- Typical steps

Trade Mark Protection

02

Registration process

▪ Formal examination

▪ Substantial examination

▪ Publication

▪ Oppositions?

▪ Grant

After the registration

▪ Surveillance
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Problem

Solutions
Japanese Chugai, is the market

authorisation holder of the listed patented

drug "Eldecalcitol Soft Capsule", and owns

Chinese invention patent entitled "ED-71

preparation" with the patent number

2005800098777.6Starting offering the

“official service” for those printers

Bad-faith registration on-going

Campaign to alert the public of this event

Case study - Chugai vs. Haihe

- first pharmaceutical patent linkage lawsuit  

In November 2021, the Beijing IP Court received the first pharmaceutical patent linkage lawsuit in China.
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Trade mark search

▪ CNIPA

▪ TM View

What to look?

▪ Similar trade marks

▪ Distinctiveness

3.2

3.33.1
Cases

Before - Studying the market

Trade mark registration

▪ Same trade marks in 

different classes

▪ Same trade marks in 

same class, but 

different sub-classes

▪ Trade marks with the 

same meaning but 

different language

03
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Main channels of registration 

▪ CNIPA

▪ Madrid System

Steps

▪ Application

▪ Formal examination

▪ Substantial examination

▪ Publication for oppositions

▪ Granting

3.5

3.63.4
What is the best? CNIPA or Madrid System ?

- How to start?

▪ CNIPA

• Faster

• Choose of subclasses

▪ Madrid System

• Cheaper

• Language friendly

Trade mark registration

03
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• Lithuanian drone company

• 1st internationalisation process

• Uncertain about the best 

registration method

• Expansion to China, USA, India and 

Japan

Factors

Solutions

Need of registration in multiple

jurisdictions

No specialised knowledge of any of them

Madrid System was cheaper

Case study 2

- Madrid System or CNIPA
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Classes

▪ Protective registration

Chinese name

▪ Phonetical translation

▪ Conceptual translation

- Tips

Other types of IP

▪ Design patents

▪ Copyright

Trade mark registration

03
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Moment of discovery

▪ Opposition 

▪ Granted trade mark

Granted trade marks

▪ Nullity due to bad faith

▪ Non-use cancellation action

Opposition

▪ Real chances of success

▪ Be careful with unsolicited alerts

▪ Second opinions

- How to react to bad-faith registrations?

3.10

First steps

▪ Find a lawyer

▪ Alert the embassy

▪ Alert the Helpdesk

Trade mark registration

03

3.93.7

3.8
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• Hugarian ceramic machinery 

company

• Planned to enter the Chinese 

market

• Trade mark registered in bad 

faith 

• The trade mark was registered 6 

years ago

Problems

Solutions

Impossible to contact the applicant

Willing to buy the trade mark

Without a trade mark they will be unable

to enter the market

Non-use cancellation action

Case study 3

- Non-use cancellation action
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Market surveillance

▪ E-commerce

▪ Social media

▪ Trade fairs

Domain names & Social media

▪ Difference with trade marks

Customs registration

▪ Free of charge

▪ Proactive control

E-commerce registration

▪ IP protection programs

▪ Process – up to 2 months

After - Surveillance

Trade mark registration
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3.11

3.12

3.13

3.14
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• Spanish marine equipment 

company

• Trade mark registered in China

• Counterfeiters’ products on 

Taobao

• Enforcement strategy started 

after discovering the fake 

products

Problems

Solutions

No profile created on e-commerce

platforms

No legalised documents ready

3 months delay for finishing the

registration process

Get your profile ready in advance

Case study 4

- E-commerce
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License

▪ Exclusive

▪ Non-exclusive

Advertise

▪ Use of your trade mark in other 

company’s services

Licensing

- Alternative way of trade mark exploitation
04

4.2

4.1
Ownership

▪ The difference between license and 

transfer

4.3
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• French radio company

• Trade mark registered in China

• No business in China

• Niche fan base

Problems

Solutions

Counterfeits in e-commerce

No money for enforcement

No knowledge of Chinese business

environment

License to infringer

Partnership for future business

Case study 5

- License as a solution
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Traditional jurisdictions

▪ People’s courts

▪ IP Courts

New ways of IP protection

▪ Copyright & internet courts

Customs registration

▪ Notification

▪ Legal actions

Enforcement

- Surveillance
05

5.2 5.4

5.1
E-commerce registration

▪ Notice & take-down
5.3
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Guide to effective protection of IPR for 

the mechanical engineering sector

As ‘the world’s factory’ China has a high demand

for the machinery and tools required for

manufacturing on a massive scale. In particular

the demand for high quality and innovative

products in the mechanical engineering sector

makes China a great potential market for

European manufacturers. This guide will provide

a general overview of the way IP protection

affects European SMEs in the field of mechanical

engineering in China, highlighting the inherent

dangers and providing an overview of the best

preventive strategies and remedies against the

most common China IP challenges.

https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/87956247-9b6c-11ec-83e1-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-252591293
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Questions?

Your feedback is very valuable info for us. 

We appreciate if you could share your comments with us.
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@ChinaIPR@iprchina

Stay connected!

@chinaipr-hd

ChinaIPRSMEHelpdesk https://ec.europa.eu/ip-helpdesk


